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The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Baldock  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I beg-  to  submit  my  twenty-second  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  district,  as  required 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  under  the  Sanitary  Officer’s 
Orders,  1926  and  1935. 

SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

I^aldock  is  situated  on  a dry  chalky  subsoil  in  longitude 
0 deg.  11^  W.  and  latitude  51  deg.  59^  N.  in  a slight 
depression  varying  from  194  to  280ft.  above  sea  level.  The 
River  Ivel  arises  from  numerous  springs  to  the  North  of 
the  town.  The  district  is  well  wooded  and  is  traversed  by 
the  Great  North  Road  ; and  from  west  to  east  lies  the  old 
Roman  Icknield  Way. 

Population,  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 
mid-year  is  3,784.  lliis  is  said  to  be  the  resident  population. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census,  1931)  was  845. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1937,  according  to 
Rate  Books,  is  1,118 

Number  of  private  families  (Census,  1931)  was  864. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £23,585,  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £90. 

The  chief  occupations  are  malting,  brewing,  agriculture, 
and  the  manufacture  of  silk  stockings  and  garments.  Many 
residents  wo»'k  in  Letch  worth  and  others  in  London. 

The  amount  which  has  been  expended  in  outdoor  relief 
is  £611  11s.  Od.  There  was  little  unemployment  during 
the  year. 
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Note.— The  corrected  death  rates  are  based  on  the  factor  of  0.94  given  by  the  Registrar-General. 
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Birth  rate  — 20.9  18.6  15.4  14.6  13.7  13.6  13.9  14.6  , l^-9 

Death  rate  — 11.3  9.8  10.3  10.4  10.6  10.8  9.7  10.0  I 10.1 

Infant  mortality  — 96  51.0  44  50.7  53  44  34  40  j 38 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

27 

26 

53 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
is  14.5. 

(Compare  with  England  and  Wales,  14.9.) 

.Still  Births  — — — 

Deaths  20  18  38 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ; 

Crude  10.0 

Corrected  ...  ...  ...  ...  9.4 

(Compare  with  Eng-land  and  Wales,  12.4.) 

Deaths  from  puerpural  causes  ...  ...  ...  0 

Death  rates  ol  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  0 

(Compare  with  England  and  Wales,  58.) 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Wdiooping  Cough,  Measles 
(all  ages)  or  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age). 


Table  of  Causes  of  Death  for  year  1937 

Males 


All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

6 Influenza 

9 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ...  1 

12  G.P.I.  tabies,  etc 1 

13  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

14  Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

15  Cerebral  haem  ...  ...  ...  1 

16  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  4 

18  Other  circulatory  disease i ...  ...  4 

19  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

20  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  1 

32  Senility 

34  Other  Violence 

35  Other  defined  cause  ...  ...  ...  1 


Females 

18 

1 


3 

1 

8 

3 


1 

1 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

The  Public.  Health  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (part  lime)  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole 
time),  who  is  also  Surveyor. 


2.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

'I'lie  examination  of  swabs  for  diphtheria  were  undertaken 
by  the  Counties  Health  Laboratories,  London,  and  milk  by 
the  County  Laboratory,  Hill  End. 


2.  (b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  for  infectious  cases.  Available  from  Fever  Hospital. 

(b)  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  Available  from 

Fire  Station,  Letdhworth. 


2.  (c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  two  Queen’s  Nurses,  F.  I.  Crosk  and  W.  M.  Kimble, 
34  Mansfield  Road,  appointed  by  the  Baldock  and  District 
Nursing  Association,  carry  out  the  duties  of  health  visitor, 
school  nurse,  tuberculosis  nurse,  and  maternity  child  wel- 
fare nurse,  in  addition  to  general  nursing  and  midwifery. 

The  Nursing  Association  have  presented  the  following 
report  for  the  year,  April  1st,  1937 — ^March  31st,  1938. 
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During-  the  year  6,791  visits  were  paid  : 

General  Nursing-  \’'isils  ...  ...  3,371 

Midwifery  Visits  ...  ...  ...  228 

Maternity  Vists  ...  ...  ...  500 

Ante-Natal  Visits  ...  ...  ...  431 

T.B.  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Minor  Ailments  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Health  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  945 

Casual  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  625 

School  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

\hsils  to  Parents)  of  School  Children  ...  206 

Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre  91 

Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  23 

Attendances  at  Operations  ...  ...  23 

Midwifery  Cases  ...  ...  ...  13 

Maternity  Cases  ...  ...  ...  31 


2.  (d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

I'he  Clinic  at  the  Voluntary  Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Centre  in  Pinnocks  Lane  continues  to  be  held  on 
Tuesday  afternoons,  from  two  to  four  o’clock.  Other 
Clinics  available  outside  your  area  : 

School  Dental  Clinic,  Howard  Hall,  Letchworth ; Tubei- 
culosis  Dispensary,  Letchworth  Hospital  (provided  by  the 
County  Council)  ; Massage  and  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Broad- 
way Church  Room,  Letchworth  (provided  by  the  Hertford- 
shire Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society). 


Baldock  Figures  for  1937  (School  Dental  Clinic). 

No.  of  times  Clinic  opened  ...  ...  ...  82 

No  of  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Open  every  Friday  (exotpt  during  School  holidays),  from 
10 — 12  and  2 — 4 at  Howard  Hall,  Letchworth. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  held  from  2 to  4 p.m., 

at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Pinnocks  Lane. 

No.  of  times  Centre  was  opened  ...  ...  48 

No.  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  attended  during 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

No.  of  attendances  of  these  children  ...  ...  1,655 

No.  of  mothers  attended  during  the  year  ...  1,216 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

No.  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  ...  39 

No.  of  attendances  of  these  expectant  mothers  88 
'I'he  Clinic  is  open  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month. 


at  5.15  p.m.,  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  in  Pinnocks 
Lane. 

Massage  and  Orthopaedic  Clinic  (British  Red  Cross 
Society). 

No'.  of  attendances!  of  adults  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  attendances  of  children  ...  ...  11 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  Letchworth  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Fridays,  from  9 a.m.  to  3.30  p.m.  at 
115  Pixmore  Way,  Letchworth. 

2.  (e)  Hospitals:  Public  and  Voluntary. 

Fever  Hospital,  Hitchin  Road,  Letchworth,  28  beds. 

This  Hospital  now  serves  Baldock,  Hitchin,  Letchworth, 
Royston  and  Stevenage  Districts,  and  Hitchin  and  Welwyn 
Rural  Districts.  Up  to  now  the  record  of  this  Hospital  has 
been  a very  good  one. 

d'he  Hospital  was  opened  in  1915,  and  since  then  2,636 
cases  have  been  admitted  and  55  death.s  have  occurred.  This 
gives  a percentage  of  2.09  deaths. 

Of  these  deaths,  24  were  from  Diphtheria,  8 from  Scarlet 
Fever  and  19  were  from  the  deadly  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
which  occurred  during  and  after  the  War. 
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This  good  result  was  largely  due  to  the  co-operation  of 
Medical  Practitioners  in  sending  in  cases  quickly,  even 
sometimes  before  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed.  Much  can 
be  done  to-day  in  treating  these  infectious  diseases  in  their 
early  stages,  and  the  Board  is  anxious  to  encourage  the 
early  admission  of  patients. 

Small-pox  Hospital,  Langley,  12  beds. 

These  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  accommodate  our  cases. 
Hospitals  for  tuberculosis,  maternity  cases  and  children  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council  outside  your  area.  Other 
Hospitals  available  are  the  Letchworth  Hospital,  where 
patients  were  admitted  from  Baldock  during  the  year;  and 
the  Hitchin  Hospital. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

Public  Health  Act,  Amendment  Act  1890  Part  3. 

An  Order  that  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification  Act) 
1899  be  extended  to  chicken-pox  is  dated  January  14th,  1903. 

Bye-laws  for  water  supply  dated  1907. 

Regulations  re  Cemetery  1920. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act  1907,  Part  2 except 
section  23  and  Part  3 from  July  23rd  (1923). 

Baldock  Urban  (Offensive  Trades)  Confirmation  Order 
1924. 

Bye-laws  (New  Series)  relating  to  New  Streets  and  Build- 
ings operate  from  May  29th,  1925. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  1899. 

Public  Health  Act  1925,  Parts  2 to  5. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  (1)  Water. 

No  alteration  to  the  source  of  supply  have  been  made. 
The  supply  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

540  yards  of  4in.  water  main  was  laid  in  Weston  Way 
and  on  the  London  Road  Estate. 
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(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

350  yards  of  Gin.  sewer  were  laid  in  the  Grosvenor 
Road  Iiislate. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

d'he  surface  water  drainage  of  the  town  discharges  into 
the  River  Ivel.  No  alteration. 

3.  (1)  Closet  accommodation. 

8 conversions. 


(2)  Public  cleansing. 

A weekly  collection  is  made  and  the  refuse  is  disposed  cf 
by  controlled  tipping. 


(3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspections  made  under  Section  91  : 
Public  Health  Act  1875 
No.  of  Informal  notices  served 
No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 
All  defects  remedied. 


85 

25 

0 


(4)  Shops. 

No.  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  16 

No  action  necessary. 

(5)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Observations  have  been  taken,  but  no  action  has  been 
necessary. 


(6)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  one  private  pool  which  has  a proper  filtration 
plant. 
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Baldock  Fair,  1936. 

No.  of  inhabited  vans  inspected  ...  42 

No.  of  occupants  ...  ...  ...  102 

A.11  the  occupants  were  in  g-ood  health  and  no  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  found. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling'-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  45 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  37 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  In  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  10 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(1)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing-  Act,  1936  : 

(a)  Nuinbcr  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  8 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(i)  By  owners;  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(2)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Number  of  dwellng-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : 

(i)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Proceediings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  5 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  5 

(4  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1935— Overcrowding: 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end 

of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  12 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  95 

(b)  Number  of  new  ca.ses  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ... 

Ii3 
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(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

iluring  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  44 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  ha\  e again 

become  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Frequent  inspection  of  the  farm  and  dairies  have  been 
carried  out  and  all  premises  are  satisfactory. 

(1)  Analysis  of  milk. 

.Samples;  of  milk  taken  ...  ...  ...  19 

Samples  of  Ordinary  Milk  taken  ...  ...  10 

Sampes  of  Pasteurized  Milk  taken  ...  ...  4 

Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  ...  5 


(2)  The  results!  were. 

Ordinary  Milk  : 

A\erage  Bacterial  count  ...  87,200  per  millilitre 

(Excluding  one  bad  sample) 

Lowest  Bacterial  count  ...  2,500  per  millilitre 

(Excluding  one  bad  sample) 

Highest  Bacterial  count  ...  160,000  per  millilitre 

(Excluding  one  bad  sample) 


Bacillus  Coli  : 

Absent  in 

Present  in  1/10  millilitre 
Present  in  1/100  millilitre  ... 
Present  in  1/1000  millilitre  ... 
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5 samples 
3 samples 
1 sample 
1 sample 


Pasteurized  Milk  : 

Average  Bacterial  count  ... 
Lowest  Bacterial  count  ... 
Highest  Bacterial  count  ... 

Bacillus  Coli  : 

Absent  in 

Present  in  1/10  millilitre 
Present  in  1/100  millilitre 


40.000  per  millilitre 
8,800  per  millilitre 

56.000  per  millilitre 

2 samples 
1 sam.ple 
1 sample 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  : 

Average  Bacterial  count  ...  6,500 

Lowest  Bacterial  count  ...  270 

Highest  Bacterial  count  ...  15,100 


per 

per 

per 


millilitre 

millilitre 

millilitre 


Bacillus  Coli  : 

Absent  in  1/100  millilitre  in  ...  ...  All  samples 


(3)  Two  samples  of  milk,  one  pasteurized  and  one 
ordinary,  found  below  standard  were  probably  due 
to  bottle  washing,  which  upon  improvement  showed 
satisfactory  results. 


(b)  Meat  and  other  foods. 

A regular  inspection  of  slaughterhouses  and  butchers’ 
shops,  etc.,  has  been  made.  During  the  year  the  following 
condemnations  were  made  : 

One  Beast’s  Lungs  (Tuberculosis) 

Two  Livers  (CirrolWis) 

Six  Pigs’  Heads  (Tuberculosis) 


(c)  Adulteration. 

Four  samples  of  milk  were  examined  by  the  County 
Inspector,  and  all  found  to  be  genuine. 
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TABLE  VI 

INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(S) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

FACTORIES  

(Including-  Factories  Laundries) 

16 

— 

— 

WORKSHOPS  

(Includin,g  Workshop  Laundries) 

4 

— 

— 

WORKPLACES 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

d'olal  

20 

— 

— 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES 
SECTION  108 
NIL 


TABLE  VII 

HOMEWORK  SECTION  107 


No.  of  Lists. 

.No.  of  Workpeople. 

Wearing  Apparel,  Making 

1 

13 

Lace,  Embroidery  

1 

1 

16 


TABLE  VIII 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Diseases  (otlier  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1957. 


Diseases. 

Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaihs. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

5 

— 

Pneumonia  

5 

-- 

Puerepal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

Totals  

11 

5 

1 

TABLE  IX 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1937 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

.\ge  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

I^ulmonary 

.\on-pulmonary 

Years 

M. 

F. 

,\1. 

F. 

M.  1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

15  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

LJ  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

2)  years  ... 

— 

— 

— ■ 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

Z3  years  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

. years  ... 

— 
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I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  both 
the  Councillors  and  my  colleagues  in  office  for  their  help  in 
public  health  matters  and  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BERTRAM  SUGGIT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H, 

Baldock  Medical  Officer  of  Heal  h. 

July,  1938. 


G.  W.  Wa.dman  Limited,  L.etchworth. 
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